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TO START THE NEW YEAR, JOIN US 
on Sunday, January 7, 1973, for cocktails "aad/o€ coffee with bites of Enis 
and that. Members are urged to bring a friend or relatives. We will hope 
for clement weather, but so far this winter no one should complain. We 
will see you between four and six F.M. 


NEWSPAPERS TO BE REBOUND 


In June we received a grant from the Palmer Fund for rebinding about 100 
volumes of the old newspapers which are used so much. We had to wait for 
the bindery to hit their slack season, for the newspapers require so much 
work to be done by hand. But the time has come. They will be out of the 
house for a few months, so we apologize in advance to those wanting to use 
them for research. 


HINTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


To prevent one from getting intoxicated with drinking: Eat five or six 
bitter almonds fasting; it is affirmed, that if you eat mutton or goat's 
lungs roasted; cabbage, or any seed; or worm-wood, it will absolutely 
prevent the bad effects which result from the excess of drinking. 


To prevent the breath from smelling of wine: Chew a root of IRIS TROGLO- 
TIDA, and no one can discover, by your breath, whether you have been drine 
king Wine or not. 

from "Valuable Secrets", 1795. 


a @ ®S® &# G6 FS&2& Be Be 2B HS Se BSB Be S&F Be ot woeees ese &3&e sSBs @eepe @Feesee==s ese @2® fe 2 & ws w@w 


(2) 
BILL PORTRAITS 


As most of you know, the Society has stored on the third floor a large 
number of portraits which we do not have space to hang. And inasmuch as 
the Ledyard Historical Society has a recently acquired house with plenty 
of empty wall space, it seemed a wonderful idea to loan them the portraits 
of the Bills. So now, Ledyard Bill, the first child born in Ledyard when 
it became a separate town, Edward , Capt. Sylvester and Frederick Will all 
be on display across the river and up the hill. 


HISTORY OF NEW LONDON 


Dr. Robert O. Decker is on the last leg of the History of New London, which 
he is writing for the Society. Three chapters still have to be typed, and 
then the complete typescript corrected, and will be delivered to us for our 
approval in January. He will probably be as delighted as we to have it com- 
pleted. | 


DIARY OF ABEL SPICER, 1758, cont. 


Sunday 25: we marched and csrryed our packs from the meddows at 7 a clock 

an Came to Surritoga about 12 a clock and refreshed ourSelves and marched 
again in half an hour and We came fo Fort millor at Sunset where We lay 

that night. Munday 26 it rained in the morning til 7 a clock and then held 
up and We marched and the Chief of the men did go in battos. there was a 
gard of about 60 or 70 men one each side of the river for to gard the battos 
and We came fo fort edward about 1 a clock in the afternoon and made us 
Sheds with bushes and We had more rain that night. tusday 27 at 7 a clock in 
the morning Colonel fitches ridgment marched to go to the lake and Colonel 
Nathan Whien loked every hoar for orders and We had 10 days pervision delt 
out to us for our march. last Thurdsday there was 23 frenchmen Came to Fort 
edward and pertended for to bee a flag of truse but could Shew no writings 
and Was taken and put in to the gard house and there Confined. Wensday 28 
Captin John Stanton had liberty for to be a ranger and for to inlist fifty 
men out of the ridgment Which he belonged to and he inlisted forty men out 
of his one company and the rest from other companis.... Colonel Edward limon 
came in with his regiment to fort Edward and incamped about :50 or :60: 

rods from the fort and this night after prayor We had orders red which came 
from our Colonel for no man to Play at Cards nor raffle nor any unlawful 
gaming nor sware upon penelty of Suffering the Severity of the Martial law 
and this night We had orders for to get all things in rediness for to march 
by 5 a clock in the morning Which was dun acording to order. Thurdsday 29 

We marched from fort Edward at 6 a clock in the morning and We had Wagons 
for to carry our Pervision and the rangers part of them marched before for 

a frontgard and the remainder behind for a reargard and we had not marched 
exceeding 3/4 of a mile beyond the fort before We overtook a number of wa- 
gons With Whaleboats and battos which Waited for to be garded up to the 

lake and the front gard marched by them and they came after with our Wagons 


and here is great numbers of Whaleboats and battos along by the road where 
the Wagons brakes and drops them. 
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10 a clock We came to the half Way brook which is supplosed to be half 
ways from fort Edward to the lake where is a small picket fort which cone 
tains an acre and half or two acres of ‘grourid and here we made a halt and 
refreshed ourSelves and 11 a clock we marched again and Came to the rock 
caled the Indian bounds where they use to have there dances. 12 a clock 
We came to the place Where the English begun to retreat when the Enemy 
first fired one them in the year 1755 and made a small halt and rested 
ourSelves and marched again and We came to lake george at 4 a clock in 
the afternoon and We marched round the end of the lake one the east side - 
and incamped and there was Sentrys Sot all round the ridgement. Friday 
30th We was ordered to clear a place of ground and for to fling up a small 
brestwork and for to pitch our tents With in it. this day Captin Stanton 
orders Was broke about being a ranger for it was thought that he was a- 
gquanited with the wods enug and all the Indians that blonged to his Com- 
pany Inlisted under liutenant Dequipes for rangers and four men this day 
was taken out of his company for to go with Insine avery = a battoing 
for to carry Cannons and morters and bumshels & suchlike things. There 
is two thousand battos for to Carry such Stores and Perfisions and Colonel 
broadStree hath the Chief Command of the battos.... this day a man was 
killed by one of the Cumpany Which he belonged bo by an axedent flashing 
his gun not knowing it to be Charged but was with a brace of bawls Which 
went through the mans body. this night the gard Was alarrumed by one of 
the men that stood Sentry named Daniel Williams which was frigtend and 
fired at a horse Suposing it to be an Enemy Which made a great deel of 
laf for the rest of the Sentry the nex day. 


July hath 31 days. 


Satterday lth this day We heard that luisbourgh Was taken but With the los 
of a great number of men. the news was something credited there was such 

a flying Story a few days ago but was not Credited. this day Colonel Wos- 
ters Ridgment came to lake George and Incamped one the East Side of the 
lake ajoining one our Incampment. this Evening our Sutler came in and sold 
rum for 6 pence one gil and we was fors to give before to the Rhode Island 
Sutler one Shilling a gil or go Without any for no other Wold sel any to 
any but there one ridgment and this Evening it was a general talk that the 
French ahd send Word that they Wold come and go to brakefast with us a Sae- 
bath day masming and after prayors the orders was for every man for to have 
30 rounds of aminition Delt of to him With What he had al redy got. Sunday 
2 our Champlin preached to us Which is the first Sermon. that He had Preachd 
to the regiment and he took his text in James 5th Chapter and 6 verce and 
we had a proclamation red to us this day that came from Governor fitch... 
for to refrain from all the appearance ‘of Evil and keep gods holy Sabatks 
and behave themSelves like men in the Imployment that they are now in and 
put their trust in the Lord &C and in the afternoon Colonel fitches Chaplin 
preached to us. Munday 3 this morning was all the Concticut Ridgments Im= 
bodied and exersised and General abicrumbe Came out for to see them. Tusday 
4 We had orders for to March the next day by 6 a clock in the morning and 
we had three days Pervision Gave to us Which was one Pound of Pork a day 
and one Pound of flowr and We had two days Pervision by us Which was delt 
out to us before and We was not to have any more til the nith day of July. 
here is supposed to bee 20 thousand men at the lake now about 6 thousand 


of them are regulars. This per is Came in a number of Mohogs Which had a 
great frollick of hollering singing and dansing. the Chief of the night 


this evening Major rogers Sent out a a skout to go before the Armny. 
Wendsday 5th We was all rallied by the beat of the Yrum and ordered for 
to pack up our things and Strike our tents and carry them a bord of the 
battoes and then we was ordered to prayors by ounrise and then to the 
battos and about 9 a clock We all got a going. We carryed two floting 
batterys and them in General Seemed for to go on very chierfully. Yes- 
terday here was 20 Frenchmen that had been in a flag of truce to Fort Ed- 
ward and desired that General Abicrumbe would Gard them and he told them 
that tomorrow he would gard them with twenty thousand men and they was 
taken along with the army and We came on with all speed made no halt but 
roed all night. Thurdsday 6 about 10 a clock We landed on the West shore 
and jest as we landed here was 3 frenchmen and a woman taken by the regu- 
lars and one frenchman and an indtan taken by our prounciels and the 
frech that were incamped there struk there tents and put of as fast as 
possible and we marched on as fast as “e could toWards the fort and be- 
fore we had got a thurd part of the Way we heard a firing at a distance 
for the regulars Some of them Were before us and Lord hew was before waa 
kild at the first Shot from the enemy and the Skurmsh lasted about three 
hours and the fire seased and there was a great number of Prisoners brot 
in and Guns and lased hats but how many kild it was not nown but there was 
a great many seen to ly in the Wods kild and Wounded. The ridgment was 
very mutch broken to peaces and some came in and some was lost in the Wods 
and Came in the next morning (to be continued) 


ACCESSIONS 


All from estate of E. Gorton Rogers, gift of Mrs. E. Gorton Rogers, to be 
kept by the Society or suitably placed if duplicates: 


Silver loving cup, awarded to Ernest E. Rogers, Mayor of New London, by the 
Court of Common Council, 1918 

Gavel and stand used by Ernest E. Rogers 

Key to State Capitol made into thermometer from 21st Conference of Govere- 
nors at New London, 1929 

Cobbler's awl, belonged to Alexander Rogers, 1780-1832 

Gorton doork knocker, brass, from family of Mrs. Ernest E. Rogers 

Various seals and badges | 

History of the Newton * smilies, V.1, by C.A.Newton, 1927 

Fisher's Island, its history and development, by F.E.Hine 

Historical Sketch of the New London Baptist Association, 1817-50. 1851. 

Historical Sketch of paptist Churches in Saybrook. 1849. 

History of Montville, by H.A.Baker. 1896. 

The Old Hempstead House, home of ten generations, by Mary L.B.Branch 

Many photographs, snapshots, town reports, newspaper clippings, various 

pamphlets 
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